GANGS: 

The Warning Signs

COLORS – 

Gangs generally select a color or colors that members wear to identify themselves as a member of a gang.

CLOTHING – 

Watch for kids dressing alike or same brand names or styles.

GRAFFITI – 

Graffiti is a method by which gangs mark a specific territory.  Graffiti is sometimes found on schoolbooks, clothing, or displayed in a child’s room.  Symbols are used to identify the gang in the form of special numbers, letters, stars, crowns, etc.

MONEY – 

Does your child have expensive or new clothing which he/she could not afford to 

            buy, or seem to have money and you don’t know where it came from?

GANG SLANG OR SIGNS – 

Gangs have developed their own vocabulary and hand signs to identify themselves as gang members and to secretly communicate with other members.

PEERS – 

Your child rejects the family in favor of a new “family” of peers and older adults.  Your child is “hanging” with known or suspected gang members.

SCHOOL – 

Your child shows a significant drop in school attendance, activities, or achievement.

ATTITUDE – 

Developing bad attitude towards family, school and authority.  Desire for excessive privacy.

DRUGS – 

Look for signs of alcohol or other drug abuse.

VIOLENCE – 

Does your child come home with obvious signs of being involved in physical or violent activity?  Many gang initiations involve being beaten up and/or sexually assaulted by other gang members.

WEAPONS – 

Watch for switchblades, knives, guns, clubs, or other items that could possible be used as weapons.

TATTOOS – 

Watch for tattoos or branding that may show gang names or symbols.

STREET NAMES – 

Gang members will identify other members by special nicknames given to them by the gang.

**None of these signs in and of themselves necessarily means gang activity.  These are currently observed gang activities which are constantly changing.  The information in this brochure is by no means complete.

GANG INFO

What is a gang?

A gang is a group of three or more persons, usually teens and young adults, who may have a common identifying sign, symbol, or name, and who individually or collectively engage in criminal activity for the perpetuation of that organization.

Kids join gangs for many reasons:

· Peer Pressure – need acceptance

· Family members are or were in gangs

· Excitement – Alcohol, drugs, danger

· Intimidation – Protection

Current Siouxland Gang Information

· Age – Usually ranges from 12 to 25.

· Gender – Primarily the members of gangs are male, but females make up approximately 30% of gang membership.

· Race – Most gangs are multi-racial which reflects our neighborhoods and schools.

What can I do as a parent to prevent my child from becoming involved in gang activity?

· Provide responsible supervision for your child, especially between 2 and 6 p.m., peak juvenile violence hours.

· Monitor the clothing your child wears, especially if you are concerned it might be gang related.

· Put a high value on education and do everything possible to prevent dropping out of school.

· Be involved with your child’s school and teachers.

· Provide discipline.  Remember that YOU are in charge.  If you don’t approve of activities or behavior, just say no.

· Monitor TV, music, video games, books, and other media.  Know what your child is seeing, hearing, and playing.

· Know your child’s friends.  Meet and talk to the parents of your child’s friends.

Sponsored by: Gang Prevention Specialist 712-233-8967



Safe Schools Healthy Students Initiative 712-293-2258



Sioux City Schools Equity Department 

Safe and Drug Free Schools Program

Siouxland CARES About Substance Abuse 712-255-3188

